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to open relief works which were attended by many thousands.
While we were all assembled at Delhi Sir John Strachey, who
was then Financial Member of the Government of India, asked
me whether I could proceed to the Madras and Bombay Presi-
dencies on deputation from the Government of India in com-
munication with the Madras Government, in order to visit the
distressed districts, to examine the relief works already begun
or yet to be opened, and to suggest for the consideration of
the local authorities whatever measures might seem necessary
or desirable. I replied that my time and exertions were at the
command of the Governor-General; and the next day I
received instructions from Lord Lytton to proceed on this
deputation. My functions were purely those of examining,
reporting and suggesting; I was not vested with any executive
authority, and it rested with the provincial Government to
decide as to what action should be taken on any recommenda-
tions I might make.

This deputation would last for a short time only as on the
1st of May following, 1877, I was to assume charge of the
Government of Bombay. Meanwhile it was necessary that
another Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal should be appointed
in my stead. Lord Lytton accordingly chose the Honourable
Ashley (now Sir Ashley) Eden, who has been already men-
tioned in chapter XVII. I then proceeded to the Madras
Presidency about New Year's Day, 1877, on my new deputa-
tion, accompanied by C. E. Bernard, who was chosen to be Secre-
tary, and has been already mentioned in chapter XVII. as having
special experience in all that pertained to the relief of famine.

We travelled by rail to the districts of the Bombay Deccan,
stopping a short time to examine the effect of the drought
there and the operations in progress for the relief of famine.
This done we proceeded to Hyderabad, the Nizam's capital, by
railway, the very line for the construction of which I had to
obtain the Nizam's sanction, as explained in chapter XIII.
Thence we journeyed by post to the northern frontier of the
Madras Presidency where the most serious phase of the distress
was likely to be found.